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Objectives and 
Activities 

The main objective of AMM 
is to contribute to mechanical 

design at all levels starting 
from academic research to 

industrial initiatives, thereby 
enhancing the quality and 
reliability of indigenous 

machines. With this in view, 
AMM organises the 

International & National 
Conference on Machines and 
Mechanisms, iNaCoMM, and 
the workshops on Industrial 
Problems on Machines and 

Mechanisms, IPRoMM 
regularly.  
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Contact Details 
 

Prof. Pushparaj Mani Pathak 
Secretary, AMM 
Tel:  (01332)-285608 (O) 
Fax: (01332)-285665  
E-mail: secretary@ammindia.org 
Web Site: http://www.ammindia.org 

 

December 2017 witnesses a number of happenings in the Association forMachines and Mechanisms (AMM). Successfully the iNaCoMM-2017 is held at Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), Mumbai from 13th to 15th 
December 2017. The Office Bearers of the Association for Machines and Mechanisms (AMM) are also having changes. New Secretary, Vice President and Treasurer are elected. However, the Editorial Board remains the same for the year 2018. The Editorial Board heartily wishes to thank the past Office Bearers, and Dr. G. Saravana Kumar, the 
Secretary, in particular, for their active support to bring out the Bulletin of the AMM. The Editorial Board also welcomes the New Office Bearers taking charge to run the AMM with Prof. Pushparaj Mani Pathak as its 
Secretary.  It goes without saying that re-election of Prof. C. Amarnath as 
the President would guide the AMM in right direction.  Bulletin of the AMM Volume 10, No. 1, January 2018 issue is being published in the New Year 2018. Dr. Shankar Sehgal, Zonal Vice President (North) has taken due steps to bring out this issue in time. However, the Editor-in-Chief is to blame for the delay in its publication.   Minutes of the General Body Meeting 2017 of the AMM and the Proceedings of the iNaCoMM-2017 held at BARC, Mumbai is included in this issue. Detail of the Award obtained by Prof. B.V.A. Rao is also placed in this issue. Brochures of forthcoming events are there as usual.  AMM members and other interested persons are requested to contribute articles and send the same to the editorial team for April 2018 issue. Constructive suggestions, comments for improvement of the Bulletin of the AMM are requested.   On behalf of the Editorial Team of the Bulletin of AMM, I thank all concerned for their support, good wishes and suggestions for bringing out of this Bulletin.   
Hope you all the Best New Year 2018! 

Prof. Santanu Das
Editor-in-Chief

Association for Machines and
Mechanisms

News Bulletin

Volume 10, No. 1              January 2018
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The AMM headquarter is currently located at the Department of Engineering Design, IIT 
Madras. A new set of office bearers have taken charge of the affairs of AMM. AMM invites both 
individual and corporate membership from Indian academia, research organizations and industry. 
Membership benefits and other information about AMM are available at www.ammindia.org. 
The body of Zonal Vice Presidents (ZVPs) is active over the past several years with 
representations from the four corners of the country. They are playing the role of nodal agencies 
so as to decentralise the AMM official activities and to organise workshops under the aegis of 
AMM to popularise the mechanism science in their respective regions. They also form the 
editorial team of this news bulletin. AMM invites contributory articles from its members and 
others working in the various fields of mechanisms science for this quarterly news bulletin. 
Interested people can contact the editorial team. 
 

Office Bearers of the AMM 
 

 
Prof. C. Amarnath (President)  
Professor Emeritus, 
Department of Mechanical Engineering, 
Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, 
Powai, Mumbai 400076, INDIA 
 
Phone: + 91 80 2368 2151 
Email: president@ammindia.org 
Web: http://www.me.iitb.ac.in/faculty/71/ 
profile/ 
 
Prof. G K Ananthasuresh (Vice President) 
Department of Mechanical Engineering, 
Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore 560 012, INDIA. 
 
Phone: +91 80 2293 2334 
Email: vicepresident@ammindia.org 
Web: www.mecheng.iisc.ernet.in/~suresh/ 
 
 

Prof. Pushparaj Mani Pathak (Secretary) 
Department of Mechanical and Industrial 
Engineering, 
Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, 
Roorkee 247667, INDIA. 
 
Phone: + 91 (1332) 28 5608 
Email: secretary@ammindia.org 
Web: http://www.iitr.ac.in/~ME/pushpfme 
 
 
 
Prof. Sourav Rakshit (Treasurer) 
Department of Mechanical Engineering,  
Indian Institute of Technology Madras, 
Chennai 600036, INDIA. 
 
Phone: + 91 (44) 2257 4693 
Email: treasurer@ammindia.org 
Web: https://mech.iitm.ac.in/meiitm/personnal/ 
sourav-rakshit/ 
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Editorial Team of the News Bulletin 

 
Dr. Santanu Das (Editor-in-Chief, News Bulletin) 

Professor and Head, Department of Mechanical Engineering 
Kalyani Government Engineering College, Kalyani- 741235, West Bengal, INDIA 

 
Phone: +91 9433956050 

Email: sdas.me@gmail.com 
 
 
Dr. Shankar Sehgal, (Zonal Vice 
President [ZVP] North) 
Assistant Professor, 
Mechanical Engineering Department, 
Room No. 102, Block 2, U.I.E.T., Sector-25 
Panjab University, Chandigarh-160 014. 
INDIA 
 
Phone: +91 95010 24161 
E-mail: shankarsehgal@yahoo.com 
 
Dr. R. Ranganath, (ZVP, South) 
Spacecraft Mechanisms Group, 
ISRO Satellite Centre, 
Bangalore-560017, INDIA 
 
Phone: +91 (80) 25082417 
Email: rrrr@isac.gov.in 
 
 

Dr. Ranjit Kumar Barai, (ZVP, East) 
Associate Professor, 
Control System Laboratory, 
Electrical Engineering Department, 
Jadavpur University, Kolkata-700032, 
INDIA 
 
 

Phone: +91 (33) 24139270 
Email: ranjit.k.barai@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Shital S. Chiddarwar (ZVP, West) 
Assistant Professor,  
Dept of Mechanical Engineering 
Visvesvaraya National Institute of 
Technology, Nagpur, INDIA 
 
Phone: +91 9561050130 
Email: shitalsc@mec.vnit.ac.in 

 
 

  

About the Association of Machines and Mechanisms (AMM) 

One best book is equal to hundred 
good friends but one good friend is 
equal to a library. 
 

--- Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 
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The AMM General Body Meeting (GBM) for the year 2017 was conducted on December 13, 
2017, at HBNIT, BARC, on the side-lines of the conference iNaCoMM 2017. A total of twenty 
one members attended the meeting. The summary of the discussions are documented below as 
per the original agenda items.  
 
1. Presentation of report of activities by the Secretary. 
 
2. Presentation of statement of accounts by the Secretary on behalf of Treasurer. 
 
3. Election of the next group of office bearers (i.e., President, Vice-President, Secretary, 

Treasurer).  
 

The nominations received for the posts were:  
 

President: Prof. C. Amarnath, (Prof. Emeritus), IIT Bombay.  
Vice-President: Prof. G K Ananthasuresh, IISc Bangalore 
Secretary: Prof. Pushparaj Mani Pathak, IIT Roorkee 
Treasurer: Prof. Sourav Rakshit, IIT Madras 

 
The candidates were elected unanimously by the attendees.  

 
4. Discussions / declarations on the next venue for iNaCoMM (Dec 2019) and IPRoMM 

(Dec 2018). 
 
Expression of interest was invited from interested institutions to host the above events. Since 
Asian MMS shall be held in Bangalore by IISc Bangalore during December 2018, it was 
decided to hold IPRoMM 2018 as a pre/post conference event of Asian MMS by an institute 
in Bangalore. Dr. Rajeevlochana G Chittawadigi from Amrita School of Engineering, 
Bangalore agreed to discuss this with Asian MMS committee and hold the event.  

 
Since the number of expression for interest to hold iNaCoMM 2019 was not sufficient, it was 
decided to wait till March 2018. In the meantime, AMM Secretary shall call for expression of 
interest from the members. 

  
5. PAN card for AMM.  

 
AMM is attempting to gather all documents for applying for same with help of a CA. 
 

6. Holding a mechanism design contest similar to SMDC as part of IPRoMM.  
 
It was suggested that the competition could be a Hackathon based on problem statements 
coming from industry. It was also suggested that this event could be part of preparation / 
national selection for IFToMM’s Students International Olympiad on Mechanism and 
Machine Science (SIOMMS). Henceforth, the IPRoMM organizers shall have this as a 

Minutes of the AMM General Body Meeting (GBM)  
held on December 13, 2017 
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regular event. Depending on the schedule of SIOMMS, the organizers can conduct the 
mechanism design contest as a Hackathon or selection event in line with SIOMMS. 

 
7. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair. 
 

• Based on discussion, it was felt to have a publication partner for AMM so that iNaCoMM 
proceedings can be brought out without any conflict of interest, like ability to post the 
proceedings online in AMM website and possibility of publishing some best papers in 
MMT journal. It was also suggested to check with IFToMM, if such a publishing 
partnership can be there for all IFToMM member organization events. It was also felt that 
a clear document detailing review process, publication and copyright for iNaCoMM 
proceedings and award policy be created to serve as agreement between AMM and event 
organizer.  
 

• It was suggested to take up activities (atleast 2 events per year) to promote the field of 
machines and mechanisms in educational institutions.  Training programs for teachers 
and forum to discuss curriculum were suggested. The members suggested that AMM help 
in finding the resource person’s to conduct these events and ensure their availability.  

 
• It was suggested that there be more coordination with Robotic society, since, the domain 

have overlap and events and activities can be better planned and executed.  
 
No other issue was raised in the GBM. The Secretary thanked the Chair and members for 
attending the meeting. 
 

______________x_____________ 
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The 3rd International and 18th National Conference on Machines and Mechanisms 
(iNaCoMM), under the aegis of AMM and IFToMM, was successfully organized by the 
Division of Remote Handling & Robotics (DRHR), Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), 
Mumbai, from 13th to 15th December 2017. The conference was held in the DAE Convention 
Centre, Anushaktinagar, Mumbai. The conference brought together researchers and students, 
working on various aspects of design,  analysis of machines, mechanisms and robotics to 
deliberate through oral, poster and design contest presentations on recent advances. Dr. D.N. 
Badodkar, Distinguished Scientist, BARC was the Chairman & Convener, Dr. T.A. 
Dwarakanath, Scientific Officer-H, DRHR, BARC served as the Co-Convener of  iNaCoMM 
2017. 
 
iNaCoMM 2017 featured eminent researchers as plenary speakers.  On 13th Dec, 2017, Dr. R.K. 
Sinha, Ex-Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission inaugurated the conference and gave an 
inaugural address. Prof. C Amarnath, President AMM and Dr. Rama Rao, former Director, 
Reactor Design & Development Group of BARC were the honorable guests for the inaugural 
session. Dr. Rama Rao delivered a talk on assessment of vibration in structures and Prof. C. 
Amarnath reminisced the formation of the Association of Machines and Mechanisms, India and 
the first NaCoMM conference during his talk in the inaugural session. In keeping with the 
tradition of NaCoMM, the two prestigious memorial lectures were hosted. On 14th Dec. 2017, 
Prof. B.M. Belgaumkar memorial lecture was delivered by Prof. Paulo Flores, University of 
Minho, Portugal, on the challenges and future developments towards the modeling of frictional 
contacts in dynamics of mechanisms. On 15th Dec. 2017, Prof. K. Lakshminarayana memorial 
lecture was delivered by Prof. Ashitava Ghosal, IISc, Bangalore on the analysis and design of 
robots and multi-body computer controlled mechanical systems. The inaugural and memorial 
lectures were followed by interesting morning and afternoon presentation and poster sessions on 
the various topics of the conference.  
 
A total of 211 research papers were submitted out of which 72 papers were accepted for oral 
presentation during the conference after a rigorous two stage peer review process. The research 
papers were presented in two parallel sessions having six papers per session. 20 shortlisted 
papers were displayed during the poster presentation session during the conference. The best 
papers in the student category as well as in the general category were awarded. Also, the two 
best poster presentations were awarded. The digital proceedings of the iNaCoMM 2017 
conference will be published in a book series: Lecture Notes in Mechanical Engineering (LNMC) 
by Springer Nature Singapore Pte Ltd., Singapore. 
 
One of the key objectives of the Association for Machines and Mechanisms (AMM) is to 
promote innovation among the students. Towards this end, iNaCoMM 2017 hosted a Student 
Mechanism Design Contest (SMDC) for students. A total of 22 teams had submitted their 
projects out of which 8 teams were shortlisted after a two stage review process. The shortlisted 
teams exhibited their working design out of which the best three working models were given 
awards. 

 
______________x_____________ 
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Conference Website: www.robotics2018.tuiasi.ro  
 
General information: 
 
It is our pleasure to invite you to ROBOTICS 2018, organized by "Gheorghe Asachi" 
Technical University of Iasi, Romania, during September 20 - 21, 2018. The conference aims 
at bringing together under a unique forum, scientists from academia and industry to discuss 
the state of the art and the new trends in robotics and to present recent research results and 
prospects for development in this rapidly evolving area. 
 
All materials must be written in English. Submitted papers will undergo a peer review 
process, coordinated by the International Program Committee. All the selected and 
presented papers will be published in IOP Conference Series: Materials Science and 
Engineering (ISI Web of Science). 
 
 
Organized by: 
 
”GHEORGHE ASACHI” TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF IASI  
FACULTY of MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  
FACULTY of AUTOMATIC CONTROL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
 
With the support of: 
ROBOTICS SOCIETY of ROMANIA - SRR 
 
 
Important deadlines: 
 
March 18, 2018:     Submission of papers 
May 15, 2018:     Notification of acceptance 
June 15, 2018:  Final camera ready manuscript and registration of at least one 

of the authors 
September 20 – 21, 2018:  Conference 
 
For any questions please contact the organizers at robotics2018@tuiasi.ro  
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The iNaCoMM 2017 conference details and the conference photographs are available in the 

website: www.inacomm2017.org 
 

Glimpses of iNaCoMM 2017 

Editorial Board 
Editor-in-Chief:  Prof. Santanu Das, Kalyani Government Engineering College, Kalyani  
Editorial Members: Dr. Shankar Sehgal, Panjab University, Chandigarh [Zonal Vice President (ZVP) North] 

Dr. R. Ranganath, Spacecraft Mechanisms Group, ISRO Satellite Centre, Bangalore[ZVP South] 
     Prof. Ranjit Kumar Barai, Jadavpur University, Kolkata [ZVP East]  

Prof. Shital S. Chiddarwar, VNIT, Nagpur [ZVP West]


